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Some who admit the possibility that the Chinese
and Hindoo races may spread over new territory and
absorb other populations in Asia may doubt the
future of the American Indians, and hold that
Southern and Central America are as much the
destined inheritance of the white man as the greater
part of Northern America seems already to be his
estate. Wiener, who travelled among the Indians of
Peru and Bolivia, declares that the fine qualities of
the aboriginal race have been destroyed beyond the
power of recovery by the degradation of centuries of
misrule, that the half-caste Indian is fit for nothing
but servitude, and that the free Indian has reverted
to savagery.1 Professor Orton, who saw the Indian
in Ecuador and along the Amazon districts, where
he is perhaps at his lowest, declares that "yet a
little while and the race will be extinct as the dodo." 2
Meanwhile Wiener goes so far as to say that the
acclimatisation of the white man has only given good
results where there is a cross with native blood.
" Families of pure white race generally begin to
die out in the third generation, and become the
hopeless victims of scrofula."3 Orton makes the
admission, that few of the whites in the Amazon
valley " are of pure Caucasian descent." A later
American traveller, Mr. Curtis, declares that the
interior of Brazil is unsuited to Europeans. " The
climate is so enervating that, after an experience of
two years, the German colonist will be found by his
Portuguese predecessor sitting in the shade of the fig-
tree, and hiring a negro to do his work." Mr. Curtis

1  Wiener's Plrou et Bolivie, pp. 731-738.

2  Orton's Andes and Amazon, p. 316.

3  Wiener's Plrou et Bolivia^ p. 30.